SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT C

Wherever we are, in the wilderness, the countryside, or the city, God,
you are there. That our hearts may be stirred up in thanksgiving for
the life you have given us, let us pray, saying: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the gifts of creation, for the sun that lights our day and the
moon and stars that shelter the night: May our eyes be open to
the beauty around us, the subtle changes in the sky, the deli-
cate coating of soil from which breaks forth our food and flow-
ers and in which animals make their home. Help us to protect
and nurture your creation around us and ever proclaim its won-
ders. Lord, in our mercy,

For the church in every place: May we be ever mindful of the
richness of the family of the church, the persons next to us in
the pew, those in neighborhood churches, the national, interna-
tional, and ecumenical church of every race, nation and eco-
nomic circumstance. Let us give thanks for the web of friend-
ship and trust that you give to those who are called the friends
of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

For those in authority: Let us pray for Christians who witness
in places hostile to the gospel, and let us be thankful for our
freedom to practice our faith. Let us pray for the leaders of
nations that Christ may transform strangers into friends that all
may see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

For this community in our joys and sorrows: Let us remember
those who have gone before us, those who have sacrificed for
us. Help us to look for what is below the obvious, and from
this depth to reach out to others. Help us to know the joy that
is mingled even with our utmost grief. Let us give thanks for
this gathering of God's people and for the renewal of life we
are given. Lord, in your mercy,

For those at greatest risk among us: Let us pray for those
lonely, rejected, or oppressed, for the sick and those who strug-
gle to regain their strength, for those among us with the long-
est memories to link us to the past, and for the newborn, in
whose baptism our baptism is again renewed. Lord, in your
mercy,

[Here other intercessions may be offered.]

Lord, gather up our prayers with those of all your people in every
place, and as you prepare the way, making every valley filled and
every mountain brought low in blessing and adoration, guide us to
Christ our Lord.



